
We are so thankful to God for his care and provision over the last 15 years of 
Pastor Training International. We also express our gratitude for the trainers who 
are passionate about preaching God’s word, and in turn, teaching others to 
faithfully preach. We greatly appreciate the churches who enable their pastors to 
do this work, as well as the many individuals who support the ministry prayerfully, 
practically and financially. In this issue, there are encouraging conference reports 
from India, South Asia, Uganda and Ghana.

February/March
South Asia

Our conference host here has been 
concerned for the pastors and the 
church leaders, and therefore, PTI’s 
involvement to train them is the 
answer to five years of prayers. He 
wrote: “This conference has been 
the source of learning and blessing 
for all the participants. During these 
days there was lovely fellowship and 
food which everybody enjoyed. All 
the teaching sessions were interpreted 
by different translators. The slogan 
of PTI is ‘Teach to Preach’ which has 
been exercised very well. There was a 
Bible exposition at the end of each day 
which was thrilling and encouraging. 
We were really challenged by them.  
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The conference was not just giving us 
texts and techniques, but Keith and 
Alastair were giving us well prepared 
Bible exposition meeting all the 
principles of expository preaching.  
We have been really spiritually fed.”



understanding and of passing on their 
new found joy in Christ to others. To 
add to that, it was thrilling to see the 
development in preparing sermons. 
Ugandan culture is not a reading culture, 
so identifying themes in passages comes 
hard. This year it was evident that the PPP 
books had been used through the year 
and that progress is being made. 

The second conference was at 
Iganga in Busoga and the feel of this 
conference was different. Iganga has 
a big Muslim population and from a 
“Christian” perspective is ‘prosperity 
gospel heartland.’ The men attending 
this conference know the battles they 
face and want to know how the Bible 
speaks to them. A real determination 
existed within this group to work 
hard at rightly dividing God’s word 
and correctly applying the gospel. 
Several told me of their joy in using the 
materials given last year and couldn’t 
wait to get their books for this year. 

The third conference was just outside 
Bombo in Central Uganda.  This 
conference is radically different from the 
other two, mainly because it is made 
up of Soldiers in the UPDF. Though we 
covered the same things as Moroto, the 
questions here are different. Mostly they 
are to do with being a gospel influence 
in the armed forces and in the churches 
that they belong to. One of the sad 
realities in Uganda is that the gospel 
is not really preached. Most sermons 
will be either moralistic or will major 
on the miraculous. Please pray for the 
eighty plus participants across the three 
conferences that God would make them 
shining lights for the gospel of Christ. 

By Simeon Woodcraft

March
Eastern Uganda; Moroto, Busoga 
and Bombo

The first conference was in Moroto, 
Karamoja and I love going there. Despite 
the climate being hot, dry, and arid with 
which I struggle, the people are a delight 
and the conference atmosphere exciting. 
The gospel has not been in Uganda for 
very long but here there is a freshness 
about the gospel opportunities that is 
tangible. When Emmanuel Okwalinga 
and I began teaching and the Bible was 
unpacked for these pastors, there was a 
growing sense of joy, as:

• They discovered Christ in the Old 
Testament.

• The Gospel of Mark is explored.

• The pastors’ ministry is considered. 

The joy stems from realising the grace of 
God in the gospel and the transformative 
implications of all that they are learning. 
For them there is nothing quite like the 
PTI conference that cuts through the 
nonsense of the prosperity message 
which so infects their culture. There 
were less questions this year because 
there is clear evidence of growth in 



preaching needs to be more faithful to 
the Bible and wanted to learn the skills 
necessary to correctly read and interpret 
scripture. It was encouraging to see 
four of the men from the conference in 
Migadde come along here for this week 
of training in Kampala. All testified as to 
how helpful they had found the training 
and were keen to put it into practice.

In Mbarra we were hosted by one of 
the churches in the town. The focus 
of this training was on how to preach 
from the New Testament letters and in 
particular Paul’s letter to the Philippians. 
One attendee commented “I am so 
happy to learn. Thank God. This week 
has been like no other.”

By Simon Percy

March
Uganda; Migadde, Kampala and 
Mbarra

Uganda is a country with a population 
of almost thirty-eight million people and 
where nearly 80% of its pastors have 
not had any training. The conference 
in Migadde went very well despite a 
disappointing attendance, but those who 
came along, participated well. In the 
workshops every person was involved in 
producing a sermon outline that reflected 
the passage they were given. On Thursday 
the local bishop joined us for part of the 
meeting and was very appreciative of the 
training and very apologetic for the poor 
attendance. He wants the training to 
continue and promises to put his support 
behind it next year. 

In Kampala I led the conference with 
Ben Dean from the UK and Bosco 
Bukeera. Bosco is a Ugandan who has 
recently returned to Uganda with his 
wife Heidi and 2 children, having spent 
three years in the UK. They have just 
planted a church in Kampala where I had 
the privilege of preaching and having 
fellowship with them on the Sunday. 

Over forty men and women attended 
the conference. Many came because 
they had become convinced that their 



Pastor Gasperb from 
CAR had to flee the 
fighting and is now 
working with SIM 
among the Fulani 
people. 

March/April
Tamale and Swedro, Ghana

We had a very good conference in Tamale. In total, 150 registered, many of 
whom were pastors who serve in tough circumstances. Many are in rural 
situations surrounded by poverty and the influence of Islam. Those who travelled 
from Burkina Faso said it had been a life transforming experience. There was 
very good interaction in the sermon workshop sessions and many good personal 
conversations. Of course listening to their stories has been a highlight.  
See below…

 

Amos and 
Gertrude are persevering 
after a Christian school 
they were building was 
knocked down and 
replaced with a mosque. 

  
Pastor Francis is 
passionate to reach 
children and to train 
churches in children’s 
ministry.  

In this conference, we did something new with an evening extra discussion forum 
for pastoral and preaching matters, which seemed to go well.

Give thanks for all the blessings of the conference including the health & energy 
to complete the work in the North. Being woken by the Muslim call to prayer 
going out over the loud speakers at 4am each day can be tiring - although it is a 
reminder of our need to pray to the true & living God! 



well and said that he wanted to come 
to my house and teach me about 
giving! Ghana is full of preachers but 
sadly many have been side-tracked and 
are not preaching Biblically.

Give thanks for the seventy or so 
participants. A good number returned 
from last year and it has been 
encouraging to hear many of them say 
that their preaching has been more 
Bible based & Christ centred. 

A quote from Stephen one of the 
conference organisers “PTI are an 
antidote, medicine to the false teaching 
so prevalent in Ghana”

Thank God for the eagerness to learn 
and desire to hear God’s word.

At the airport on our return we were 
able to meet the African director of 
Langham Preaching and his colleague. 
It was encouraging to see work similar 
to PTI taking place. Our prayer is that 
many of the participants might benefit 
from their ‘preaching workshop groups’ 
during the year. 

By Ivan Watson and Jonny Grant

Friday evening, we flew back to 
Accra and on Saturday led a one day 
seminar in a church in the city that I 
had visited previously. It was a small 
but very keen group of men who 
interacted well. The encouragement 
to persist in preaching from the Bible 
was welcomed. 

We preached in local churches 
on Sunday. The preaching was 
welcomed, yet in both churches 
the underlying promises of financial 
blessing in health and jobs was 
evident. Such beliefs are deeply 
ingrained in culture and tradition so it 
is always bubbling under the surface. 
Please pray for these churches - that 
they will have the courage to not only 
teach God’s word but challenge and 
correct what is false. 

After an eventful bus journey we 
arrived safely in Swedru. The bus 
broke down and I had a run in with 
a man who was preaching on the 
bus and asking for money. I took the 
opportunity to challenge him about 
false teaching. He didn’t take that too 



February
Mirzapur and Mumbai, India

We arrived on the Monday morning at 
the church retreat centre in Mumbai. 
How encouraging that everyone was 
there ready and waiting to start on 
time, (a rare commodity in India)! We 
were excited to see many new faces 
and there was a reason for this. It seems 
that only the leaders had attended 
conferences for the first two years - they 
had been checking us out! However, 
on this occasion, they had brought their 
missionaries and church planters. They 
realised that we could be trusted to 
teach sound doctrine at a level that they 
could understand.

It was a truly blessed time and the third-
year syllabus was very well received. At 
the end of the conference, one pastor 
exclaimed: “Now we have found men 
who can really teach us God’s Word, so 
that we can grow spiritually as Men of 
God and Pastors!”

At the end of the conference many of 
the delegates gave their testimonies. 
Here are a few encouraging snippets: 

“On the first day, I could not understand 
what these brothers were trying to 
teach us. I had never done a preaching 
workshop before. Now I realise that this 
is the way that I want to preach and 
teach the Bible. I am going home to my 
church and am going to start to prepare 
systematically and preach systematically 
through a Bible book.”

Another pastor very movingly and 
humbly testified; “I realise that I have 
failed my church, failed my wife and 
failed my children. From the teaching 
on a pastor and his family, I realise that I 
have not been a sacrificial husband and I 
have never taken my kids out, just to be 
with them. I have felt and behaved as if 
they got in the way of my ministry and 
I felt my wife did not support me. So I 
have been very angry with them. Now I 
realise that I must love and support her 
as my wife, and love my kids and enjoy 
being with them, this is my ministry. I am 
going home to ask for their forgiveness.”

Our Translator said; “I have been 
pastoring two small churches in the 
slums. I have had many problems this 
past year and came here quite low. 
These four days have encouraged me 
greatly. I have learned so many new 
things from God’s word. Most of all, 
I am going back to my family and 



churches, revitalised, refreshed and 
encouraged to go on serving.”

In Mirzapur, there were over eighty 
attendees this year in a very rural 
setting so different from Mumbai. 
The education level is very low and 
the people are very poor. Most of the 
churches are house churches with a 
church planter having oversight of 
three or four of them. However, these 
dear brothers and sisters came with a 
real hunger and excitement to learn. 
They were very thankful that we would 

For more information about us, our vision under God, and our plans to considerably 
expand the current work, please visit our website www.pastor-training.org                 

We really value our supporters who help to make all this happen. If you would like 
to support us, either through prayer, financial giving, volunteering your time, or 
to request a PTI deputation visit, please contact us. Call 0208 980 6125 or email 
admin@pastor-training.org 

Find us on Facebook, instagram or twitter to get PTI updates as they happen.

FIND OUT MORE

come to such a deprived area and we 
were encouraged to see many familiar 
faces returning for this third-year 
training. Many came with their wives 
and some with their children which 
was particularly beneficial as Steve was 
teaching on the pastor and his family. 
During the testimony time we had much 
positive feedback from his teaching. 

During the conference, one young man, 
who had been resisting God’s call on 
his life, dedicated himself to full time 
ministry, for which we praise God.



Thank God for:
• 15 years of PTI ministry. 

• For all the people who work behind 
the scenes.

• All the recent pastor training 
conferences. 

• Safety for the trainers. 

• The pastors who are helped by the 
mentoring and training.

• The leaders in the countries, following 
up on the PTI training. 

• The help that pastors receive from the 
PPP books given to them.

Please pray for: 
• Much fruit from these conferences,  

in the lives of those who attended 
and in the churches that they serve.

• The upcoming training conference in 
the Caribbean, especially that visas 
for the trainers will be approved.

• The Ministry Board meeting on 14th 
May and Trustees meeting on 4th 
June. We need wisdom as we seek  
to develop the work of PTI.

• New trainers being interviewed  
on 14th May. 

• Upcoming conferences in India.

• Simon Moore and David Morris as 
they prepare to lead conferences  
in Tanzania. 

Prayer Points

Upcoming Conferences 2019
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29/4-2/5 India, Darjeeling (M,J,U)
6-9 India, Kalimpong (M,J,U)
13-16 India, Siliguri (M,J,U)
27-30 Nepal, Dharan (M,J)

3-6 Nepal, Pokhara (M,J)
10-13 Tanzania, Dodoma (Simon Moore, David Morris)
17-20 Tanzania, Mwanza (Simon Moore, David Morris)

1-5 Caribbean (Simon Percy, Gareth Jones)
8-12 Caribbean (Simon Percy, Gareth Jones)
15-17 Mozambique, Maputo (Andrew Love, Joel Lopez)
22-24 Mozambique, Nampula (Andrew Love, Joel Lopez)
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