
“Not by Might nor by Power but by my 
Spirit.” These words from Zachariah 
will be familiar, however, familiarity can 
blind us to the obvious. So - what is 
obvious? It is that the Lord’s work is a 
spiritual work which always requires the 
involvement of the Holy Spirit.

Planning conferences and conducting 
distance mentoring can be likened to 
the planning and running of anything, 
but, as with the apostle Paul we 
need to be aware that the work we 
are seeking to do is being opposed 
by spiritual forces (Ephesians 6:12). 
Whilst we may not be able to see 
these forces, since they often manifest 
themselves in quite ordinary ways, 
for example through wicked human 
actions, corrupt officials or people 
who like to demonstrate that they are 
in control. Yet behind these are the 
dark forces who seek to prevent the 
Lord’s people from being disciplined 
and built up in their faith, which 
means they remain in ignorance and 
are, therefore, bound by the wrong 
ideas and thoughts that have prevailed 
for so long in their culture.
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Latest News

Two conferences recently had to be 
cancelled; the first due to Islamic 
terrorism and the second because of 
a country’s refusal to grant visas. In 
addition, some of the mentoring fails 
to take place because the books are 
delayed in reaching their recipients.

Praise the Lord that Jesus promised to 
build his church and that these dark 
forces will not be able to prevent that. 
The amazing growth which is seeing 
4000 churches being planted every 
week continues. Yet 95% of these 
churches will be pastored by men who 
have had no training for their role. 
Hence, the vital need for ministry like 
PTI to thrive and to go forward. 

More is needed to be done, and we 
are pleased to be expanding our work, 
but as we grow more we need more 
of you to pray.

Could the work of PTI be part of your 
regular church prayer meetings? ” It is not 
by might, nor by power but by His Spirit”. 

Simon Percy (Director of Ministry Pastor 
Training International)



attended a PTI conference in Serenje 
with Alan. He is Pastor of a church with 
three hundred members and he has 
planted six other churches.

On Friday the conference ended on a 
happy note as pastors received a set of 
printed notes, a book and certificate. 

At the weekend we travelled to 
Nakonde. It was a very long journey on 
bad roads resulting in a tyre puncture. 

The conference started on Tuesday 
morning. The number was low at 
the beginning but slowly crept up to 
about fifty at the end of the day. The 
programme was the same as in Mpika. 
On Wednesday the number rose to sixty. 
Each day was started with a devotion 
by one of the students. We saw how 
these same students have improved in 
their presentation of the message. They 
appreciated the teaching because they 
can see how it is building on the first 
year. Group work was excellent and all 
participated effectively.

Thursday we prayed for the box 
of books to arrive. We heard that 
Nakonde had not received the books 
although they had been sent at the 
same time as Mpika. But Mpika 
received them a couple of weeks 
before the conference. Friday was the 
last day of the conference in Nakonde.
As we began the last teaching session 
news came that the books were at the 
Post Office. The sixty-seven attendees 
all received a free book and extra book 
from last year which hadn’t arrived in 
time for that conference. It caused a 
lot of celebration from the attendees. 
There was spontaneous praise while 
they were waiting for the presentation 
of books, notes and certificates.

April
Zambia

The first day of the Mpika conference 
was characterized with joy at meeting 
our brothers and sisters again after one 
year. Seventy students travelled a long 
way to attend. Paul Gamston taught 
a Bible overview and Pastoral Ministry 
and Peter Maclure taught on preaching 
the Gospels and Pastoral Ministry. It 
was such a joy to have Peter teaching 
along with Paul. Peter has had rich 
experience in Africa and relevant stories 
and applications. During lunch break 
we ate nshima and chicken. Paul was 
learning the skill of eating nshima with 
his hands like us Africans! It was really 
good to have fellowship with all the 
participants. They were very grateful 
for the teaching. There was a time for 
group work which was very interesting.

During teaching we had translators 
who translated into Chibemba 
language. During devotions our fellow 
Zambians preached in English and used 
translators also. 

On Thursday evening we were invited 
to the home of Evaristo Chokwe and 
his lovely family for supper. Chokwe 
is one of the leaders of the local 
leadership team in Mpika. He first 



but the local pastors, who had 
supported him in the past, refused to 
take part in or organise his campaign. 
They said that PTI had really helped 
them to see such false teachers for 
what they truly are. Praise the Lord!

We also had some very encouraging 
testimonies during the conference. Of 
great encouragement was the number 
of young men attending, who are just 
starting out in their ministries.

One such young man is Abidan. He 
came to the first ever PTI in Darjeeling 
as a new convert from Buddhism. After 
that conference he says that he became 
on fire for the Lord Jesus. He has since 
started an audio Gospel ministry for 
the illiterate in several of the local tribal 
languages. He is also now an evangelist 
in his church and takes a team of 
around ten people to several local 
villages in order to share the Gospel, on 
a weekly basis. We had dinner with him 
one evening and he asked us to share 
his profound thanks with PTI and its 
supporters, for the way that the LORD 
used our ministry to transform him!

The two conferences went very well. 
We give God the glory. We look 
forward to seeing Paul and Peter again 
God willing.

Peter Kaluba 
(Local conference host)

May
Darjeeling 

Our trainers led recent conferences in 
India during April and May in Siliguri, 
Kalimpong and Darjeeling. 

The training in Darljeeling had been 
very well organized and advertised 
here. Over the four days we received 
over one hundred delegates. There was 
a very real sense of the Lord’s presence 
and help as we taught God’s Word.

Many of the local pastors shared with 
us that John’s teaching last year, on 
the Prosperity Gospel verses the True 
Gospel, had protected them from a 
big time false teacher called Sadhu 
Sundar Selvaraj. He had tried to 
organise a big campaign in Darjeeling, 



For more information about us, our vision under God, and our plans to considerably 
expand the current work, please visit our website www.pastor-training.org                 

We really value our supporters who help to make all this happen. If you would like 
to support us, either through prayer, financial giving, volunteering your time, or 
to request a PTI deputation visit, please contact us. Call 0208 980 6125 or email 
admin@pastor-training.org 

Find us on Facebook, instagram or twitter to get PTI updates as they happen.

FIND OUT MORE

Thank God for:
• The opportunity Simon Percy and 

Jeremy Marshall had to attend the 
European Leaders Forum in Poland 
and for the number of new and useful 
contacts they were able to make there.

• The training in Tanzania went well, and 
that the trainers have arrived back safely.

• The recent grant PTI has received 
to assist in seeking to begin to train 
nationals to do some of the training.

Please pray for: 
• Andrew Love. That he will receive his 

visa for Mozambique and for the final 
stages of preparation.

• Ben Dean as he travels to Kenya 
to train pastors with APC (African 
Pastors Conference).

• Safety in travel and health for the 
trainers and conference attendees. 

• Chris and Simon representing PTI 
at the EMW Aberystwyth Missions 
Exhibition in August.

Prayer Points
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10-23 Kenya, APC – African Pastor’s Conference (Ben Dean)
15-17 Mozambique, Maputo (Andrew Love, Joel Lopez)
22-24 Mozambique, Nampula (Andrew Love, Joel Lopez)  

TBC Madagascar (Ken Brownell)

16-21st Ukraine, Zhitomir
16-2/11 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (Ken McIntosh, James Sercombe)
16-2/11 Addis Ababa and Jima, Ethiopia (Ken McIntosh and James Sercombe)
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