
In this newsletter Simon Percy reports about his recent experiences in Ukraine. 
We also bring to you a summary of the finances over the past year and an exciting 
opportunity to expand the training. Ken Brownell shares with us his plans for his 
upcoming trip to Madagascar. We are thankful for the support you give us which 
enables hundreds of pastors and church leaders to receive vital training.

October
Reconnaissance in Ukraine

Rockets, tanks, forests, an Indian 
summer and great fellowship - these 
are some of the memories of my recent 
visit to Ukraine to investigate carrying 
out training with village pastors 
around the city of Zhytomyr. This is the 
birthplace of Sergei Korolev the man 
who put the Russians into space.

In the surrounding countryside there 
are many villages with small Baptist 
churches, most with enthusiastic young 
pastors. The geography and the lack of 
car ownership make it difficult to meet 
in a larger church situation and the 
dedication of many of these pastors to 
serve in these settings is to be admired.

There is good collaboration between 
these churches and, thanks to the 
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assistance of some Americans, they have 
a training centre and several minibuses 
making it possible for the pastors and 
others to get together regularly.

It was at this centre where I held a 
training session on Saturday 19th 
October giving these pastors an 
opportunity to experience the training 
PTI provides which is quite different 
from the training others are offering. 
The day went well, and the response 
was an enthusiastic welcome to PTI to 
return and provide training from 2020.

Sunday, I visited a village church and 
then a Baptist church in Zhytomyr. 
Finally, on the Monday I discussed the 
practicalities of doing training in 2020 
with my host Ruslan Antonov, a keen 
pastor with very good English. I look 
forward to returning next year.

Simon Percy, Director of Ministry
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Later in 2020 we hope to begin the very 
important aspect of seeking to train 
local pastors to do this training. This 
is putting 2 Timothy 2:2 into practice, 
it is also the only feasible way the vast 
number of pastors who need it will get 
this vital training. Praise the Lord that we 
received a grant which we will use over 
3 years to train indigenous trainers.

Finances

Praise the Lord for two large gifts we 
received, a legacy and a grant for the 
Training of Indigenous Trainers.

The legacy has been especially useful 
as it has covered the legal costs PTI has 
recently incurred as it has gone through 
the change of becoming a CIO and has 
also assisted with the production of 
a new website which we trust will be 
ready for launch in the New Year.

We are grateful that with some of the 
newer conferences we have been able 
to move to a 50/50 funding model. 
Here PTI covers 50% conference costs 
and the trainers find the other 50% 
through the contacts they have with 
churches making the work a more 
collaborative exercise.

At the EMW Aberystwyth conference 
Simon Percy was able to meet with 
Conrad Mbewe. Conrad shared that 
every pastor in Africa needs the kind of 
training PTI offers as the basis for the 
work the Lord has called them to do, and 
therefore it is important that more of this 
is provided. At present many thousands 
have had little or no training for their role.

We have requests from others and also 
trainers ready to go. Due to the weak 
pound the costs of the conferences has 
increased. We would like to increase 
the number of conferences in 2020 
to 40, which will need an additional 
£15,000. Please can you prayerfully 
consider giving regularly to PTI.  
£60 would cover the cost of a pastor 
attending a conference for a week. One 
conference costs on average £4,000.

How your gifts are used

Expenditure Sep 2018 to Aug 2019

£163,929

And what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses  
entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also. 2 Tim 2:2

Director

Book 
storage

Publicity

Our income for the same period was 
£216,109 made up of:

Donations £144,632

Gift Aid £9,160

Interest £480

Legacy £31,837

Grant £30,000

Jeremy Marshall, Chairman
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Upcoming conference in 
Madagascar

Alison and Ken Brownell plan to be 
in Madagascar from 26 November to 
10 December. Ken will be using the 
PTI curriculum in teaching 40 or so 
pastors from in the Mandritsara region 
on CITAF course of the Bible Baptist 
Churches of Madagascar. Alison, 
who is a trustee of the Friends of 
Mandritsara Trust, will be visiting the 

Good News Hospital in Mandritsara in 
that capacity as well as teaching in the 
Blood Laboratory (she is a consultant 
haematologist). As well as praying for 
them please also pray for the hospital 
at a time when there have been many 
staff changes in the expat team. Pray 
in particular for additional medical and 
surgical staff.

For more information about us, our vision under God, and our plans to considerably 
expand the current work, please visit our website www.pastor-training.org                 

We really value our supporters who help to make all this happen. If you would like 
to support us, either through prayer, financial giving, volunteering your time, or 
to request a PTI deputation visit, please contact us. Call 0208 980 6125 or email 
admin@pastor-training.org 

Find us on Facebook, instagram or twitter to get PTI updates as they happen.

FIND OUT MORE



Thank God for:
• James and Ken’s safe return after a 

blessed and successful trip to Ethiopia.

• The funding we received last year to 
enable the work to continue to grow.

• How well the recent visit to Ukraine 
went and for future conferences there.

• The grant we received to use to train 
indigenous trainers.

• Being granted the visas to enable our 
trainers to visit South Asia.

• Praise the Lord for new trainers.

Please pray for: 
• Wisdom as the Ministry Board plans 

the conferences for 2020.

• Pray for the additional funds to 
enable new trainers to take part.

• Trustees meeting 26th November to 
work through a Safeguarding policy 
and several other policies.

• The value of the pound while Brexit 
continues to be discussed.

• The Lord to guide and provide as we 
seek to develop and grow the work 
of PTI and provide this vital training 
for the many pastors who need it.

Prayer Points
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4-8 South Asia – (KF and TS)
11-14 India, Jaipur (M)
11-15 South Asia – (KF and TS)
18-21 Andaman Islands (M)

26/11-10/12 Madagascar, Mandritsara (Ken Brownell)

Nepal, Kathmandu (M)
Thailand, Chiang Mai
Thailand, Thang


