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Latest News

This newsletter brings to you Simon’s reports from Thailand. This was his tenth 
time in Thailand and probably the best. The work is relational, and it takes time 
to build the trust, both with those who come along to the conferences and with 
the hosts. They speak of the confidence they have in the training PTI is seeking 
to provide; how biblically rooted it is and how it is delivered with humility. Your 
prayer support has been vital.

January 2020 Chiang Mai, 
Thailand

The first week in Thailand resulted in 
the completion of the Bible Training 
that PTI has been doing in partnership 
with the Barefoot Doctors.

The students told me that they have 
benefited enormously from the 
program, and all have become excited 
by hearing the word of God taught 
clearly. Many of the ladies are involved in 
women’s programs in their churches and 
appreciate the emphasis on the need to 
keep the Bible at the centre of all we do. 
Others are evangelists but feel helped as 
they transition from being an evangelist 
to pastor of a brand-new church.

The focus of my teaching has been 
how to preach and teach Old 

Testament Narrative, and Christ in all 
the Scriptures. In the workshops we 
focused on reading and understanding 
the life of Joseph and deciding what 
is the BIG IDEA and the BIG AIM of 
each passage. It was very encouraging 
to see how many remembered the 
lessons from previous years.

I preached from Genesis 50:15-21. For 
many, the idea that God uses suffering 
(even theirs) to accomplish his purposes 
is still an alien idea. However, the 
studies during the week have helped 
to reinforce this. They also find it 
very hard, understandably, to forgive 
those who have been brutal to them 
and their family. Joseph’s willingness 
to forgive his brothers spoke very 
powerfully to many.



The teaching this year covered three 
things: -

• I taught how to preach from Old 
Testament narrative, with the story 
of Joseph being the text for the 
workshops.

• Johnny did the Bible overview which 
covered the things that continue 
and discontinue between the Old 
and New Testaments. As always, 
the Lord had gone before us as 
we learnt that a group of Seven 
Day Adventists had recently moved 
into the area, making very big 
claims about the church needing to 
meet on a Saturday. The teaching 
addressed that matter very clearly.

• Finally, we had two sessions on the 
Pastor’s spiritual life. It is vital that 
Christian leaders are encouraged to 
feed and nourish their own souls and 
guard their own hearts lest they be 
disqualified or make shipwreck of 
their lives.

When they heard that there is a fifth 
year of material, they quickly convened 
a committee meeting and asked us to 
come back and share that with them. 
These people are indeed becoming very 
dear brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
it is a privilege to be trusted by them.

January 2020 Thang, Thailand 

“Thank you for your teachings, they 
are very good. After you teach I go 
back and share with others the things I 
learned from you. They have helped me 
with my own preaching.” Pastor Sooty, 
leader of Karen pastors.

We received much encouraging 
feedback like this after completing our 
sixth round of training with the Karen 
pastors. The work among the Karen has 
shown year-on-year encouragement.

It has been very helpful to have Johnny 
Maclean working with me for the 
past three years, together with the 
support of Pastor Sunny who, despite 
now being 70, is very keen to promote 
the training. Pastor Sunny is a well-
respected leader in the Karen Baptist 
Church and was able to translate for 
those who needed it. Most of the 
younger men are fluent in Thai as well 
as Karen, so Johnny’s ability to teach in 
Thai is very helpful.

This year we moved to a new village 
which has larger facilities and is slightly 
more accessible than the previous 
location. It was good to be preaching to 
a new group of people in the evening 
who appreciated the sermons and were 
keen that we return next year. 



About 15 attended the day. The local 
pastor who Jen and Marcus know 
hosted the conference at his church, 
and his wife along with two other 
ladies from their church provided an 
excellent lunch and a mid-morning 
coffee break. In the practical sessions 
we looked at several passages with 
the aim of discovering the BIG IDEA 
and then thinking about how the Bible 
passages related to Christ and how 
they would apply that teaching, the BIG 
AIM, in their own preaching. Following 
the training the people were asked if 
they had found the day conference 
helpful and whether they would like me 
to return with others for several days of 
training. Their answer was a resounding 
YES. For which we are very grateful to 
the Lord. Jen and Marcus were thrilled 
by how well the day conference went 
and to hear that the pastors would like 
to have additional training. They are 
willing to act as hosts and to plan and 
organize the training next year. Please 
pray that we might be able to find a 
suitable time. 

Simon Percy

Day Taster in South Thailand

Marcus and Jen manage a Christian 
Retreat called the Juniper Tree. The 
centre provides a lovely holiday location 
for many missionaries who work in 
India and East Asia. It is right by the 
beach and has a swimming pool. Whilst 
there I met many young missionary 
families who were enjoying a well-
earned and relaxing break.

Since arriving in Thailand just over a 
year ago Marcus and Jen have been 
attending a local church and are getting 
to know the pastor there. They shared 
about the work of PTI and as a result I 
was invited to spend some time at the 
Juniper Centre and to give a day taster 
conference on Monday 27th January.

For more information about us, our vision under God, and our plans to considerably 
expand the current work, please visit our website www.pastor-training.org                 

We really value our supporters who help to make all this happen. If you would like 
to support us, either through prayer, financial giving, volunteering your time, or 
to request a PTI deputation visit, please contact us. Call 0208 980 6125 or email 
admin@pastor-training.org 

Find us on Facebook, instagram or twitter to get PTI updates as they happen.

FIND OUT MORE



Thank God for:
• The Training that has gone well in India. 

The additional conference that has been 
added and is being funded by churches 
and individuals in South Wales.

• Rebekah Brown who has recently 
become one of PTI’s Trustees.

• The requests for additional training that 
have come from people in Thailand.

Please pray for: 
• PTI carrying out a Strategic review 

which will seek to set the direction of 
the Mission for the next 10 years.

• All the upcoming conferences, 
including the first one in Ivory Coast led 
by David Vaughan and Ian Flanders.

• Simon as he prepares to conduct 
several conferences in Kenya and 
Tanzania during April at the request 
of Africa Pastors Conferences (APC).

• The Ministry Board as they meet on 
17th March to review the training and 
consider requests for new locations.

• Keith as he completes the 5th year of 
the curriculum.

Prayer Points
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2-6 Nepal, Kathmandu (M)
4-7 Uganda, Moroto (Simeon Woodcraft, Emmanuel Magambo)
10-13 Uganda, Busoga (Simeon Woodcraft, Emmanuel Magambo)
16-20 Ivory Coast, Bouaflé (Ian Flanders, David Vaughn)
23-27 Ghana, Tamale (Ivan Watson, Jonny Grant)
30-3/4 Ghana, Swedro (Ivan Watson, Jonny Grant) 

6-9 Nepal, Dharan (M, J)
13-16 Nepal, Pokhara (M, J)
27-30 Zambia, Mpika (Paul Gamston, Peter Maclure)

4-7 Zambia, Nakonde (Paul Gamston, Peter Maclure)
7-10 Uganda, Bombo (Gerald Tanner, Emmanuel Magambo, Simon Percy)
11-14 Uganda, Busega (Gerald Tanner, Bosco Bukeera, Simon Percy)
18-21 Uganda, Mbarara (Gerald Tanner, Emmanuel Magambo, Simon Percy)
25-29 India, Darjeeling (M)


