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Latest News

PTI and COVID-19
I am not a prophet nor the son of one. 
However, since the Government’s Chief 
Medical Officer has said that “the 
restrictions we have become used to 
over the past month will need to remain 
in place to some degree for another 
year,” it will be some time before 
international travel can safely start 
again. PTI will also have to wait before it 
can resume its In-Country Training. 

So does that mean we are now all 
furloughed until the restrictions have 
gone? No, not at all! This period is 
giving us a wonderful opportunity 
to prepare and trial new online 
and distance learning and teaching 
materials. During the very good 
‘stakeholders’ event on 2nd March, 
thirty people met to discuss and share 
what they thought was good and what 
could be improved within the work of 
PTI. Many expressed the view that PTI is 
providing necessary and valued training 
but that it might be more strategically 

effective if it went deeper, for a longer 
time and is focused on equipping and 
training local people to do the training. 

This was already something PTI had 
set as its goal. Now this enforced 
period of rest from travel provides the 
opportunity to co-design and then trial 
this approach with several people, and 
then to develop it so that the training 
becomes a year-long experience and 
not just a single week in the year. This 
will provide a greater opportunity to 
discover those who are able to teach 
and to train others. 

Please pray for PTI as it chooses and 
develops suitable materials and considers 
the best way to deliver this training.

Thank you for your continued support 
of the work and please pray for these 
new developments. 

Praise the Lord that His Word is not 
chained and nothing can spread or 
render it ineffectual. 

Simon Percy, Director of Ministry



and then constructive criticism was 
given by the instructor, if needed. We 
all immensely enjoyed this mixture of 
teaching, workshop, reporting back 
in front of the whole group, and final 
critique by the instructor. It enabled Ian 
and David to clearly see how much the 
men were understanding and where 
we needed to give more explanation. 
The men were amazed at times to 
see how they had misunderstood 
biblical passages, and to discover the 
reasons for which they had been badly 
interpreting biblical texts. Passages 
were chosen with an eye on the 
interpretation principles they needed 
to develop and the doctrinal errors 
common to the African Church. There 
was a great discussion time and some 
exhortation on David’s part concerning 
certain doctrines such as the 
“Prosperity Gospel” which has infected 
so much of the African Church. 

Ian’s teaching on Bible Overview dealt 
with Genesis 1 to 3 and the great 
events and doctrines of Creation and 
Fall. This generated lots of questions 
on many very basic issues. For example, 
there was much discussion on what it 
means for man to be created according 

March 2020 Bouaflé, Ivory Coast

We got off to a wonderful start in the 
first 2 days of training. Among the 
participants we had about 20 students 
training for the ministry in the Hebron 
Bible Institute where the training was 
being held, plus about 20 pastors from 
churches in the town of Bouaflé where 
we were. Most of these pastors were 
from independent churches and have 
had very little theological or pastoral 
training. Pastor Hien Toh, our host, and 
the director of Hebron Bible Institute, 
was very happy to see them all come 
in answer to his invitation. Finally, 
we had 10 pastors come down from 
neighboring Burkina Faso who had 
made a demanding 12-hour bus trip 
to be with us for the training. We felt 
so badly, especially for them, that the 
training was interrupted, after they had 
made such a long and arduous trip on 
the African roads.

The men were extremely responsive. 
In the course on How to Read the 
Bible, David spent about half of the 
time teaching them and half of the 
time having them work in small groups 
using the principles taught. After each 
workshop, men would come up to 
the front and report on the results of 
their work on different biblical texts 



While waiting for his Paris-Marseille 
flight, David received a short email 
from Pastor Toh saying “I hope that you 
have made it home with no problem. 
I am still hearing people talk about 
the impact of the teaching. It is really 
a shame [that the training had to be 
interrupted] but that is independent of 
our own will.”

We do not doubt the wisdom of the 
decision to come back but are very 
heartsore over having to interrupt 
the training in this way. Pastor Toh 
was a wonderful host. We were 
impressed with his organizational 
skills, his leadership abilities and his 
understanding and empathy with 
us in this very exceptional situation. 
The Hebron Bible Institute which he 
directs is respected by all the various 
evangelical churches (and pastors) in 
the area and is evidently having a good 
impact. It seems that the Lord has led 
us to quite a strategic place to give PTI 
training and we are looking forward 
to the next 4 years, Lord willing, of 
continued collaboration.

David Vaughn and Ian Flanders

to the image of God. In the African 
context this notion of man as created 
in God’s image raised questions that 
Westerners would not even think of. 
We were able to include a good bit 
of practical discussion in small groups 
with reporting back to the larger group 
and then discussion and correction by 
instructor. At the end of one session 
there was an impromptu question 
and answer period which was very 
interesting and fruitful.

We interrupted our 5-day training to 
hurriedly travel home after completing 
only 2 days. Due to Coronavirus and 
countries suddenly restricting travel, we 
made a quick decision with Pastor Toh 
that we would leave right away. We 
hoped that when we got to Abidjan and 
its airport, several hours away, that we 
could get places on a flight having heard 
that Air France had cancelled 80% of its 
flights. We are thankful to the Lord for a 
series of providential events that enabled 
us to get on a flight at 2am Wednesday 
morning and make it through this narrow 
window of time given by President 
Macron to get back into France, and then 
on to England for Ian. 



Thank God for:
• The short but encouraging first 

conference that was held in the 
French speaking country of Ivory 
Coast. We look forward to being able 
to return and continue the training in 
future years.

• The excellent Stakeholder meeting on 
2nd March with discussions on what 
PTI should be focusing on. 

• The positive meeting held with the 
Trustees to set PTI’s Strategy for the 
next 10 years. 

• The excellent training that Simeon 
Woodcraft along with Emmanuel 
Magambo were able to conduct  
in Uganda.

• That the Lord has kept the many 
people involved with PTI free from the 
Coronavirus and that digital means 
have enabled the work to continue 
without having to physically meet.

Please pray for: 
• The many countries PTI works in 

around the world that are now in 
some form of lockdown due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Many will 
be faced with challenges. We hope 
to bring some reports about their 
situations over the next few months.

• The Ministry Board as they meet on 
19th May to consider how some of 
the training might be conducted over 
the internet.

• For Dr Keith Ferdinando as he 
prepares and writes the material for 
the next year of the curriculum and 
for the training of local trainers.

• That this period of lower activity 
overseas might enable PTI to develop 
its infrastructure so that it is better 
able to serve the churches that 
partner with us. 

• For the Trustees as they meet in June 
to approve PTI’s strategy for the next 
ten years.

Prayer Points
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For more information about us, our vision under God, and our plans to considerably 
expand the current work, please visit our website www.pastor-training.org                 

We really value our supporters who help to make all this happen. If you would like 
to support us, either through prayer, financial giving, volunteering your time, or 
to request a PTI deputation visit, please contact us. Call 0208 980 6125 or email 
admin@pastor-training.org 

Find us on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter to get PTI updates as they happen.
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