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Teach to Preach

Since our last newsletter in May the
UK has remained mainly in lockdown.
Overseas travel has been curtailed and
there is no clear understanding as to
when it will be resumed. Given these
restrictions and the spread of Covid-19
to many of the areas where PTI works, it
is unlikely that physical training overseas
will happen before 2021.
Many of us have now learnt to operate
using virtual means. In common with the
many churches, Christian conferences
and colleges that are communicating
online. PTI is now seeking to do some
of its training partly online and by digital
means. What does this entail? Firstly,
it involves recording the PTI training
material. We then send the lessons in a
format that our contacts in the country
can show to the participants, and then
follow them up with Zoom meetings.
This approach fits well with PTI’s new
strategy. We will be working much
more closely with in-country leaders
empowering, supporting and resourcing
them to enable them to carry out the
training. Future visits to these locations

will be more focused on forming genuine
partnerships where each learns from the
other and on co-designing the training.
Initially this new approach will be trialled
in a few places where the local men
are already keen and ready to see this
happen. We trust that the outcome
will result in training models that better
fit the circumstances of the pastors
being trained, that is more culturally
appropriate and which can wisely address
issues particular to those contexts.
We trust that as this develops it will
result in PTI fulfilling its long term goal,
as Paul wrote to Timothy: ‘And the
things you have heard me say in the
presence of many witnesses entrust to
reliable people who will also be qualified
to teach others’ (2 Timothy 2:2). The
lockdown and pause in some of PTI’s
work is providing the opportunity to
do some housekeeping. Over the next
few months PTI is aiming to update and
digitize some of our procedures such
as the Crisis Management Plan, and to
introduce a new Safeguarding Policy
and its’ related training.
Simon Percy, Director of Ministry

March 2020 Eastern Uganda
Returning to Uganda for the fourth
time was a little different. As I arrived
the world and Uganda were beginning
to come to terms with the threat of
Covid-19.
Emmanuel Magambo and I began
training in Moroto, Karamoja. The
landscape was green (something I had
never experienced before) having had
abnormal weather patterns this year!
The weather was cooler, much more
conducive to study. The pastors in
Karamoja are always very keen to learn
and it is such a delight to see who has
been applying that learning through
the year. The biggest improvement in
the four years is the understanding
of the gospel. There are still struggles
in getting the gospel from a text,
particularly in the Old Testament, but
now they see the errors much quicker
and can discern what good preaching is.
We moved on to Iganga, Busoga. As
this conference is in the heartland of
the prosperity gospel movement in
Uganda it has struggled to get going.
However, this year was different!
Last time we had a pastor with big
connections around the Jinja area

and this time he brought lots of his
pastor friends (many of whom are
in the prosperity movement) to the
conference. The teaching was loved,
particularly that of seeing Christ in
the Old Testament, and the questions
that were asked showed the impact
of the teaching. With 32 pastors in
attendance this was the best turnout
we have had for the Iganga conference.
Enthusiasm and exuberance about
Christ added to the truth of the
gospel are a powerful mix. Pray that
by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s
empowerment, the truth about Christ
will be preached in the Busoga region
through this coming year.
We had discussions with various
leading pastors at both conferences
to encourage them to set up pastors’
preaching and accountability groups.
These will help them to use the
time between the conferences well,
going over the material learnt and
encouraging one another to preach
effectively. This could be aided by
going through the PPP books on
Preaching Mark, and Stuart Olyott’s
book Preaching Pure and Simple. Pray
that this happens.
Simeon Woodcraft

David Ide, 1935-2020
We give thanks for the life of our
brother David Ide, who entered his
heavenly home on 12 June. In particular
we remember his role in the formation
of Pastor Training International and as
the Chairman of the Trustees for the
first 7 years of its operation.
When discussions started in late 2002
about formalising training activities
taking place for pastors in developing
countries, David was approached
for advice by those involved. David
had been active in mission work
including EMF and Friends International
(Guildford) as well as independent
activity for many years in Ukraine.
Part of the training work included the
provision of books, and David also had
extensive experience in the printing
and publication of Christian books in
Germany, Spain and elsewhere.
Part of David’s gifting was his ability
to inspire and support others in the
work of the Gospel and under God’s
guidance David held meetings which
resulted in PTI being registered as a
charity in October 2003. David gave
extensive time and expertise to guide
the structure and strategic aims of PTI
in its early days, and his love of God’s

word and his desire for the glory of
God were very evident.
David’s leadership and godly wisdom
at the formation, and throughout the
life of PTI, has been blessed by God
in a ministry to thousands of pastors
worldwide.
David’s strength as a leader stemmed
from a phenomenal strength of
character. He guarded PTI in its
fledgling years. He was a buccaneer
for the Lord and combined that with
a brilliant nose for a deal. David was a
father figure to many people, having
that rare ability in a conversation to
concentrate on what you were saying
without the need to interrupt or ‘cap’.
The result was one of the safest people
in whom to confide, offload, test a
thought or share a worry. To a man and
woman, his Team felt loved.
David’s dear wife Marion preceded
him to glory in 2015. They served
God together through many years,
regularly welcoming visitors into their
home to enjoy encouragement and
spiritual blessing, along with Marion’s
wonderful hospitality. We are deeply
grateful to God for such examples
of godly wisdom and love. For a full
tribute visit www.pastor-training.org

DEPUTATION
Over the past few months Simon Percy has conducted deputation meetings via
Zoom and has preached online at several churches. If you would like to book him
then please get in touch. Call 0208 980 6125 or email admin@pastor-training.org
Find us on Facebook, instagram or twitter to get PTI updates as they happen.
Also please visit our new website www.pastor-training.org

Prayer Points
Thank God for:

Please pray for:

• That the Trustees have now set
PTI’s strategy for the next 5+ years.
(More will be explained in future
newsletters.)

• The Trustees and the Ministry Board
as they turn PTI’s strategic plan into
an operational plan.

• For how well the training was
received in Uganda, and for the new
leader who encouraged more to
attend, from the Jinja area, and profit
from the training.
• For the life and example of David Ide,
who enabled Timothy Alford to bring
PTI into existence and who gathered
and inspired the team of people to get
this work started. We give thanks to
the Lord for all he meant to us and for
all he did for PTI. He was indeed like a
father figure to many of us. Please pray
for David’s son Julian and daughter
Joanna and the rest of the family.

• The recording and editing of PTI
curriculum onto videos.
• The production of other digital
resources.
• For the handful of leaders in a few
countries were the new approach will
be trialed.
• For the on-going work to digitize and
make available online some of PTI’s
in-house training.
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